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On France's invitation, the Prime Ministers of France and Belgium, Édouard Philippe and 
Charles Michel, met today to consider the avenues for cooperation between our two countries 
in internal security and counter-terrorism matters. With the Ministers of the Interior, Gérard 
Collomb and Jan Jambon, and the Ministers of Justice, Nicole Belloubet and Koen Geens, in 
attendance, they praised the high standards of this cooperation, which has been particularly 
active in the wake of the terrorist attacks that have struck our two countries in recent years – 
not least the most recent attack that targeted Liège on 29 May – and was outlined in a joint 
statement on 1 February 2016 aimed at shoring up the Franco-Belgian partnership in counter-
terrorism matters.  
 
In keeping with this joint statement, and the notice dated 16 October 2017 setting various 
bilateral initiatives in motion in the security and justice sectors, the two Parties have 
expressed their determination to continue bolstering this cooperation and further develop 
some of the commitments and initiatives made previously.  
 
In 2016 we decided to step up police cooperation by strengthening ad hoc exchanges between 
internal security and intelligence forces; enhance judicial cooperation; deepen cooperation to 
ensure the safety of fellow citizens and counter violent extremism; and work together at 
European level on delivering reforms for further strengthening the European Union's area of 
freedom, security and justice. 
 
In 2017, these efforts have been more clearly defined with fresh impetus: it has hereby been 
agreed to set up a joint working party on criminal proceedings against crime and terrorism, 
which held its first meeting on 27 February 2018; step up our collective involvement in the 
fight against violent radicalisation in prisons and in the mobilisation of prison intelligence; 
work together on managing minors returning from the Iraq-Syria region and bolster 
cooperation in terms of combating irregular immigration. 



 
Accordingly, for the past two years and following constructive talks between our two 
countries, concrete steps have been taken by France and Belgium to implement this 
cooperation, including reorganisation of the operational and strategic cooperation structures in 
the border region, appointment in Belgium of a French liaison magistrate, increase in the use 
of joint investigation teams (JITs), and the temporary posting of a Belgian police liaison 
officer to work with the Hauts-de-France Prefect in Lille. Moreover, the Tournai and 
Luxembourg police and customs cooperation centres (CCPD) play a key role in developing 
Franco-Belgian operational police cooperation in the joint border region. Similarly, the level 
of trust and transparency reached in the partnership between the Belgian intelligence services 
and their French counterparts can be considered wholly exceptional. 
 
Today, our two countries are going through a decisive stage as we extend our cooperation to 
cover new risks in terms of Islamist terrorism and violent radicalisation. The work we have 
launched on violent radicalised prisoners at the end of their custodial term shows our resolve 
to adapt our cooperation to a constantly changing context.  
 
We pledge to build on the initial cooperation efforts our two Governments have taken in 2016 
and 2017. It is only through a firm, united commitment that we will be able to sustainably 
secure and enhance the operational cooperation that has been established, in terms of security, 
intelligence and justice. 
 
Determined to persevere in tackling the challenges posed by terrorism and violent 
radicalisation, France and Belgium have decided: 
 
In counter-terrorism matters: 
 

- To further strengthen information exchanges, operational cooperation and joint operations 
between our services. 
 

- To work on harmonising the biometric identification criteria in our databases, not least as 
regards DNA processing, so as to expedite the arrest of individuals suspected of being 
involved in terror offences. 
 

- To facilitate joint investigation teams where acts of terrorism have been observed on both 
territories. To ensure coordinated communication of our authorities to enable the proper 
conduct of investigation procedures led on both sides of the border. 

 
- Stressing the need to crack down on terrorism financing, to agree on coordinating more 

closely in efforts to counter trafficking of cultural goods – often a source of funding for 
terrorist organisations – particularly to enable identification of the channels through which 
artefacts, collectibles and antiques have been acquired. 
 

-  Stressing the need to crack down on terrorism financing, to coordinate and cooperate more 
closely with a view to putting the commitments made at the "No Money For Terror" 
Conference in Paris on 25-26 April 2018 fully into practice; to agree on coordinating more 
closely in the fight against trafficking of cultural goods – often a source of funding for 
terrorist organisations – particularly to enable identification of the channels through which 
artefacts, collectibles and antiques have been acquired. 
 



-  To increase exchanges between French and Belgian crisis centres to facilitate the setup of 
dedicated collective action to manage a national crisis where there are cross-border threats or 
repercussions. 
 

-  To work on setting up a "ministerial quadripartite council" bringing together the Belgian, 
Spanish, French and Moroccan Ministers of Justice, which will enable our Governments' 
commitment and solidarity in the fight against Islamist terrorism to be translated into high-
level concrete action. To engage with our partners so that this council can be held by the end 
of the year. 
 
In the fight against violent radicalisation: 
 

- To share our feedback and best practices more extensively so as to improve our efforts to 
counter this scourge and foil new plots to attack.  
 

- In a mindset of preparedness against the constantly evolving threat looming over our two 
countries, to begin anticipating the release [in the short and medium term] of prisoners 
convicted for terror offences with a radical Islamist link, as well as the release of violent 
radicalised ordinary prisoners [prisoners due for release]. The prospect of these ends of prison 
terms poses a considerable challenge for our prison authorities, judicial authorities, 
intelligence services, police forces and administrative authorities. These new lines of inquiry 
will be pursued during specific discussions between the competent French and Belgian 
authorities. 
 

- To press ahead with our collective action in the fight against violent radicalisation in prisons. 
The prison authorities and prison intelligence services, which have been considerably scaled 
up in France in recent months, will thus further their cooperation with a view to improving the 
surveillance and management of violent radicalised prisoners. 
 

- In the wake of the terror attack that targeted Liège on 29 May 2018, to give thought to 
harmonising the French and Belgian procedures for reporting violent radicalised prisoners due 
for release, in the Schengen Information System (SIS).  
 

- To keep up our exchanges on administrative and judicial policy for handling and monitoring 
foreign terrorist fighters returning from the Iraq-Syria region – one of the priorities 
underpinning Franco-Belgian cooperation. 
 

-  To continue the Franco-Belgian talks on combating violent extremism so as to bring together 
the local authorities and encourage them to forge partnerships and share best practices in 
terms of preventing and combating violent radicalisation. 

 
-    To hold a meeting by the end of 2018 bringing together experts on the issue of returning 

minors, so as to discuss the specific requirements regarding the management of these minors 
and to guide their return to society so that they do not end up posing a threat for our fellow 
citizens.  
 
At European level: 
 

- To firmly back the strengthening of checks at the European Union's external borders, not least 
in light of a possible return of foreign terrorist fighters to European territory. To address these 



challenges, the European Union (EU) has leveraged a range of tools over the past two years: 
reform and scaling up of the Frontex agency, systematic checks at the EU's external borders, 
adoption on 25 April of an ETIAS system aimed at preventing security risks and 
establishment on 30 November 2017 of the Entry-Exit System to register the movements of 
third-country nationals admitted for a short stay at the EU's external borders.  
 

- The entry into force on 25 May of the European PNR marks a major step forward in the fight 
against terrorism and serious crime, the reinforcement of checks at the EU's external borders 
and the security of the European area. That said, we believe there is further progress to be 
made. Together with our Dutch and British partners, we are urging work, through 
intergovernmental cooperation, on the development of a rail PNR, which could ultimately be 
extended to other European partners to round off the air carriers' PNR. 
 

- Regarding organised crime, the fight against arms trafficking networks and the fight against 
drug trafficking, we vow to step up our cooperation particularly via the Eurojust and Europol 
agencies and to increase our cross-border cooperation. 
 

- Access to digital evidence is instrumental in a number of criminal investigations. With respect 
to criminal justice cooperation, we are calling for swifter communication channels to be set up 
between investigation departments and digital communications service providers. The EU 
must put in place an ambitious apparatus, which provides investigation departments and 
officials with the necessary legal certainty and overcomes the disparity in legal frameworks. 
We pledge to continue our exchanges with a view to adopting converging stances in the 
European negotiations at the Council (Justice and Home Affairs).  
 
In a bid to facilitate cross-border access to digital evidence, swiftly reaching an agreement on 
the proposal for a directive on the appointment of legal representatives for Internet service 
providers and the proposal for a Regulation on European Production and Preservation Orders 
for electronic evidence is of paramount importance. The system set up must be effective, 
including as regards those service providers having their registered office outside the 
European Union, and ensure that fundamental freedoms are upheld.  
 
We commit to fostering sharing and feedback on the identification of users who log in to 
Internet platforms via smartphones, for which Internet access providers do not attribute a 
unique IP address for each user. 
 

- Given the entry into force on 25 May of the new General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
and CJEU case law in terms of the collection and use of personal data, we consider it 
necessary to ensure that European and national counter-terrorism instruments remain at a very 
high level of effectiveness, whilst protecting the balance between protection of personal data, 
privacy and security of the European area. 
 
We support the European Commission's proposal for a Regulation on the marketing and use 
of explosives precursors to prevent the production of home-made explosives. Checks 
concerning restrictions on sales must be strengthened, both for individual buyers and 
professionals, especially for purchases made over the Internet. 
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